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Reel gains for cinema workers 


AFTER A LONG fight for better 
pay and conditions, the Reading 
cinema workers finally called a 
victory on Thursday after ratifying 
the management’s offer for better 
wages with a margin of 10 to 1. 

They achieved their aim of a pay 
scale that is based on experience 
rather than on age. Workers will 
be looking forward to a substan¬ 
tial pay increase. 

Earlier this year Reading boss 
Mark Douglas told workers that 
it was Reading International’s 
policy to pay cinema workers the 
lowest they legally could. 

“Minimum wage has been the 
standard pay at multiplexes, be¬ 
cause individual workers don’t 
have much power to negotiate, 
but where we stick together and 
negotiate a collective agreement 
we can change that,” said union 


rep Grace Millar of Unite. 

Negotiations broke down 
in July when Reading 
workers rejected an offer. 

During the last school 
holidays Reading cinema 
workers picketed outside 
the movie theatre and gave 
away free popcorn. This 
got Reading back to the 
table but it was the threat 
of a strike that forced man¬ 
agement to make a better 
offer. 

“It was a long campaign, 
but everyone stuck to¬ 
gether, which was why we 
won,” said Grace Millar. 

Unite is looking forward to con- they decided that it wasn’t good 
tinuing these sorts of campaigns enough. In eleven months the 
“What was most exciting was that workers went from not knowing 
the rejection of the two previous what a union was, to running - and 
offers was driven by the workers, winning - a campaign.” 



Popcorn picket puts petition 


Women reclaim the night-for starters 


MARCA OUT AGAINST RAPE AND VIOLENCE 



Women 

reclaim 
the night 


IN OUR SOCIETY, the threat 
of rape and violence means that 
women are denied the freedom 
to walk confidently alone at 
night. Many take for granted 
that their plans will be constrict¬ 
ed by the need to avoid certain 
areas, to dress modestly, and to 
be escorted home. 

The Women Reclaim The Night 
march is an annual event, in 
which those who have ever been 


SOMETIMES nationalism can 
be downright ghoulish. The 
news that the New Zealand 
Defence Force was sending 70 
personnel to France to exhume 
and return the remains of the 
unknown warrior reads like a 
black farce. First the state bliss¬ 
fully conscripts its citizens and 
ships them overseas to be mur¬ 
dered in a grubby imperial war 


made to feel unsafe can 
take back the streets and 
assert their right to a 
world without rape and 
violence. 

It is an international 
event organised to raise 
awareness of these 
issues andtobearwitness 
to the violent crimes perpetrated 
against women everywhere. It is 
also an empowering opportunity 


of attrition, then ninety years 
later decides to dig them up and 
ship them back to parade them 
through the streets in a fit of na¬ 
tionalistic razzamatazz. Not only 
does the state claim the power to 
kill you, but having reduced you 
to voicelessness and anonymity 
it also assumes the power to use 
your body for whatever political 
stunts it likes. 


for women to recognise their 
shared experiences and unite in 
the struggle for equality. 

Women, children, transgender 
and intersex people are invited to 
join together on November 19 th , to 
take to Wellington streets. Starting 
at Manners Mall at 8pm, we will 
walk through the central city in 
celebration of our creative poten¬ 
tial and in defiance of gendered 
oppression. The march will be 
followed by a gig at Blue Note Bar 
from 9pm, with a fantastic line up 
of female performers. 

Come along and bring your noise- 
makers, banners and loudest 
voices. Let’s make it a party! 


Opinion 


Nationalistic graverobbers 


It's all fun and games until someone loses an eye 


UNIQUE opportunity to taste Achehnese food 
and listen to visiting speaker Nurdin Abdul Rah¬ 
man (Achehnese human rights activist). Saturday, 
November 13, 7pm. St John’s in the City, Willis 
Street. Tickets $12 waged, $8 unwaged. 

DEMO in solidarity with the people of Acheh and 
West Papua. Monday, November 15, 5pm. Upland 
Road, Kelbum. More details asg@eclectic.org.nz 


DIRTY FILM NIGHT. Permaculture Extrava¬ 
ganza presented by Common Ground, 128 Abel 
Smith Street Community Centre. Sunday, No¬ 
vember 7, 7pm, lcoha. 

SNAP! Presents - Smoothies & Movies: Classic 
newpaper movies, food and fun, all welcome. 128 
Abel Smith Street Community Centre, Sunday, 
November 14, 7pm 


Trading tales 


THE (UN)KNOWN ISLAND - 
Tales of Trade, currently playing 
at WACT, is a story of an undis¬ 
covered island yet to be colonised 
or exploited unto which come 
explorers and entrepreneurs, set 
on extending the reaches of free 
trade. The cabaret-style produc¬ 
tion is a concoction of mask, 
shadow puppetry, dance and live 
theatre staged by long-term ac¬ 
tivity theatre types Red Mole/ 
Roadworks theatre group. 

Vibrant and colourful, the play 
assaults the senses with music 
and playful humorous characters. 
The overall atmosphere and ener¬ 
gy creates a sense of immersion 
in some chaotic underground Pa¬ 
risian theatre from centuries ago, 
a kind of wild excited feeling. 

Intertwined with this energy is a 
story about the imposition of the 
twisted logic and artifice of our 
corporate world onto our more 
natural state of being. It shows 
how our “world of death” bleeds 
the life from the islanders, both 
physically and ideologically. 
This is shown humorously at 
first, with the islanders willing 
to share their produce and hav¬ 
ing no need of money, but being 
made to accept useless coins and 
a bible in exchange. Over time it 
ends up with the islanders forced 
to grow only coffee beans for 
cash, which they then use to buy 
expensive jars of Nescafe! 

Its message seems to be that our 
society’s conceptions of property 
and value and quality of life are 



fundamentally bankrupt. While 
these things may seem internally 
consistent and logical from with¬ 
in, our view might change once 
we step outside, perhaps onto an 
unknown island. We might see our 
values for what they are: strange 
illogical systems in opposition to 
life, like murderous superstitions 
with no basis in reason. 

The message is an important one 
and conveyed through this me¬ 
dium feels much stronger and 
intuitively more sensible than it 
would be if conveyed in words 
alone. The production is a must- 
see, a journey through our own 
twisted values and brims with 
primal energy. 

WACT, 44 Cable St (opposite Te 
Papa) at 8pm from Wednesday 
November 3 to November 10. 
No show Monday 8 November. 
November 5 performance starts 
6.30. Matinee Saturday 6pm. 
$12 waged, $8 unwaged, gold 
coin for children. For bookings 
phone 021 053 1721. 

- Jack Whyte 


Vox Pops! 

1. Now George Bush is elected, how do you feel about it? 

2. Is this election important to New Zealand? 

3. Which country do you think Bush will invade next? 



Ali 

1. I’m not in 
the least bit 
surprised, be¬ 
cause he cheat¬ 
ed his way to it 
last time and it was obvious he 
would again. It just shows you 
how pointless representative de¬ 
mocracy is. 

2. Every single media outlet has 
told us the most important thing 
that will come out of this elec¬ 
tion will be whether or not the 
new president will sign a free 
trade agreement with NZ, and we 
know either way we’re fucked. 

3. Well, they invaded Iraq for the 
Iraqi pita. I would say Lebanon 
for the falafel or Yemen for the 
mellawach. 


Yasmin and 
Connie 

1. Unhappy 

because he’s 
always put the 
world in danger 
so why put him in again? 



2. Yes, because we don’t have 
many visitors coming to New 
Zealand like other years so I think 
it will soon be affecting New Zea¬ 
land in terms of tourism. 

3. I’ve no idea, maybe Saudi 
Arabia. 

Grant Joyce 

1. I was quite 
bummed out 
actually, I think 
it’s terrible for 
the world that 
they’ve got 
such a megalomaniac power- 
crazed freak in power. 

2. Yes it’s important to New Zea¬ 
land because we live in a global 
world and he’s now the leader of 
the world’s most powerful na¬ 
tion. 

3. We’ve just been talking about 
that - Iran is the pick. Again per¬ 
haps oil reserves and it’s a justifi¬ 
able action in terms of bombing 
some crazy terrorists. Or Ven- 
ezula we’re not sure - Iran, Iran, 
we’ll go Iran. 
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